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On May 1, Panamanian Labor Minister Jorge Ruben Rosas told reporters that the Chiriqui Land
Company, a subsidiary of Chiquita Brand, requested that the government suspend 8,000 employees
work contracts due to financial losses resulting from the April 22 earthquake. Independent
banana grower employers also requested contract suspension. Rosas said that the quake damaged
Chiriqui's railway system, port facilities and packing plants. The damages, he added, obligate the
company to close operations for over a month, resulting in losses estimated at $11 million. The
minister said Chiriqui employs 6,000 persons in Bocas del Toro department, from a total population
of 90,000. Banana Exporting Countries Union (UPEB) director Gustavo Vargas said banana prices
in the US increased from $8.96 to $18 per 18-kg. box. He added that similar price hikes are expected
in European markets. May 2: Costa Rican Transportation Minister Guillermo Madriz and Foreign
Trade Minister Roberto Rojas said damages to highways, railroad tracks, port facilities, bridges and
roads are estimated at $30 million. Damage to the transportation infrastructure, in turn, is expected
to cause $13 million in export revenue losses. Of total export income reduction, $10 million derives
from the banana industry alone. Madriz said that at least three months would be necessary to repair
docks at the Limon port, and the transportation network linking the port city to production sites.
About 80% of Costa Rican exports are shipped from Limon. (Basic data from EFE, 05/02/91, 05/02/91;
AFP, 04/30/91, 05/01/91)
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